CHAPTER XXXVI
ALEXANDER II
Panslavism and the Eastern Question, 1875-1881
PANSLAVISM
The eastern question came to the fore in 1875 with the outbreak of an anti-Turkish revolt in Herzegovina. The far-reaching repercussions of this event, not in itself unusual in the annals of the Balkans, can be explained only in terms of the general European situation outlined above. An important new factor in shaping Russian policies was the rise of the panslav movement.
The shock of the Crimean defeat was probably one cause of the transformation of the nugatory and romantic slavophilism of the earlier period into what is known as Russian panslavism. A term covering a multitude of loosely coordinated theories and opinions, Russian panslavism is aptly characterized by Sumner as "the connecting link between slavophilism and panrussianism"; eventually the movement crystallized into "a very pronounced form of Great Russian nationalism" operating through "crude appeals to national mass emotions/'l The panslavs were in general agreement that it was the historic mission of Russia to liberate the Slavs from a foreign religious and political yoke; they differed widely, however, as to the source of her claim to leadership and in the practical conclusions they drew from it. Ivan Aksakov, faithful to the tradition of the Slavophiles, extolled Greek Orthodoxy as the only true form of Christianity and the fountainhead of the alleged supremacy of Slavic, and especially Russian, civilization. The alleged conflict between the Slavs and western
i Sumner, op. ctt., p., 57. This chapter owes muck to Stunner's detailed and thorough study. I differ, however, from Prof. Sumner in many of my interpretations.
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